
THE HISTORY OF RIVERWOOD 

(compiled during the many months it took to build the house and finally up-dated 
and completed on Monday, December 03, 2001.) 

Originalfy this "Time Capsule" was to be either written on, or hidden behind, the 
drywall in the front hall of this house. However, since any "build" is not really 
complete until the moulding is installed and the last door hung it seemed better to 
write an on-going story of the property, the building of the house and the people 
that created RIVERWOOD. 

It is hoped that this "time capsule" of RIVERWOOD may be found in the house 
some day many, many years from now. (If you are, in fact, reading it because 
you've found it. .. PLEASE RETURN IT to it's hiding place so that it will always be 
tucked away- safe, warm and dry.) 



OWNERS (originally from Toronto): 

David Earl McCumber, born: January 25, 1947 and 
Angela Jane McCumber (nee Beatty), bom: June 4, 1946 
(NOTE: Married December 10, 1971) 
Alexander David, bom: January 6, 1973 (in New York City during "the buifd") 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: 

Plan 124, Part Lot 13N, Lot 14 as per zoning By-law Number 97-39, City of 
Peterborough Approx. 56' (street side) frontage by 163' (south side) deep. An 
irregular shaped lot with approx. 65' of shoreline on the Otonabee River (west side) and 
approx. 266' at Stevenson Park (north side). 

MUNICIPAL ADDRESS: 

267 Englebum Avenue, City of Peterborough, County of Peterborough, Ontario K9H 
1S5 (Note: It is located in East City/Ashburnham) 

PURCHASE: 

On September 29, 1997, the property was purchased from Lucy and Adrian Van Den 
Bosch. The real estate deal closed on October 31, 1997. 
(Note: The property was originally part of their property at 263 Eng1ebum Avenue.) 
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NOTE: David actually was the first to become interested in the property after finding a 
"For Sale" sign on it while passing through the area. It was not unusual for him to go to 
Peterborough just to "have a 1ook at what was going on "in the market". (He and Angela 
had at one point put an offer on 245 Engleburn Avenue but the house wasn't exactly 
what they wanted. They had always had an interest in the area and wanted to be on the 
river.) Well ... timing is everything and on this day there was a sign on a Jot beside the 
parkf David went over the property with a fine tooth comb ... without a complete 
understanding of where the actual property line was. He was all excited about it and 
tried, unsuccessfully to convince Angela to leave Stony Lake ... just for an hour ... and 
drive to Peterborough to see it. Finally, on Monday, September 1, 1997 at 
approximately 10:30 p.m. (on their way home to Toronto from Stony Lake) they ventured 
onto the described property in the pitch black of night armed with a very small flashlight. 
They silently made their way around an open grassy space which was totally enclosed 
by trees. It was beautiful. They viewed the lovely river with the city lights reflected in it. 
They listened to the silence of the area. Occasionally they tripped over 
something!!H ... Oops, the wires from a croquet game! Oops, againl It was difficult being 
quiet under such circumstances ... and they were also in fear of being arrested for 
trespassing. When they reappeared from the bush they met a woman who was running 
around in her bare feet looking for her lost cat. She asked us what we were doing! We 
told her. We chatted for a bit and it turns out that she was Patti Peeters (current 
alderman for the City of Peterborough and owner of The Village Bistro) and a resident of 
East City/Ashburnham. She told us bits and pieces about the property, and even invited 
us into her house and managed to get additional information from the listing agentl And 
by then it was nearly midnight! Needless to say Angela and David did nothing but talk 
about the property as they headed to Toronto. In the end Julia Cameron (AngelaJs sister 



and a Remax agent) was called and she procured the property for them. It was a 
question of love at first site and it was important for Angela and David to own it so that 
they could build their own house! 

(NOTE: 245 Engleburn Avenue was eventually sold by Julia to Mary Jane and 
Mackenzie Dickson ... friends from Stony Lake and also originally from Toronto.) 

A STORY ABOUT THE CELEBRATION OF OWNERSHIP: 
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On Sunday, November 1, 1997, less than 24 hours after gaining ownership of the 
property, David, Angela and their 11 year old English Cocker Spaniel "April", walked 
across their newly acquired property and set a yellow canoe in the Otonabee River. In 
the pouring rain and just as the light was fading they paddled to Little Lake. They blew a 
kiss towards the shores of Little Lake Cemetery where Betty Beatty, Angela,s mother, 
had been buried many years before. She had lived in Lakefield for many years and 
would have enjoyed knowing about the existence of Riverwood. Then they headed back 
to the car and drove to Toronto. A joyous, but somewhat wet, celebration of ownership! 

(Note: On February 11, 1999, April had to be put down ... she had been a good and 
loving dog for 13 years. It seemed right to send her to chase squirrels in the sky; 
although, it would have been wonderful if she'd lived long enough to chase them in the 
garden of Riverwood.) 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN HISTORY: 

After approximately two years of driving around Ontario, taking photographs of various 
houses between Toronto and Peterborough and drawing and redrawing plans by hand 
and by computer a plan was decided upon. The final layout and house design is a 
variation on the Ontario Gothic farmhouse. The main purpose of the house was to make 
a "dream come true" in the form of a plan that would suit the needs of Angela, painter 
and sculptor, and David, a genuinely artistic person who enjoys creative things. The 
house was designed to accommodate them through many years of a casual 
lifestyle ... designed to give them space for family and friends but more importantly ... an 
intimate place that would be theirs to enjoy on a property that was naturally beautiful. 

Angela and David designed the original house but the actual blueprints required for a 
building permit were done by Larry Haight of Compudraft in Peterborough. Glenn 
Bolton, an experienced contractor with a keen eye for construction, made a number of 
major structural changes that allowed for more efficient building procedures. Of course 
the Peterborough Building Dept. (Brian Buchardt, Ken Guthrie, and others) put their 
two cents worth in. The Otonobee River Conservation Authority got in there, too. All for 
the good of Riverwood and it's surrounding neighbours! 

BUILDING PERMIT: 

On August 18, 1999, after four months of waiting, and waiting, for the Building 
Department to "review'' the plans, a Building Permit was finally issued. 
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BUILDING STARTED: 

On Friday, September 2,1999, David Bolton, Glen Bugg, and one or two others, cut 
down several large trees (boo hoo ... hated to lose any trees)t The next day, sitting 
overlooking the river and surrounded by felled trees and brush, Angela and David 
shared a celebration picnic of wine and sandwiches with Lucy and Adrian to celebrate 
the wonderful beginning of Riverwood. 

NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS ABOUT GLENN BOLTON AND HIS CREW (by Angela 
and David): 

Glenn (#1) Botton (Cabinets and Carpentry- as humbly noted on his business card), a 
gentle, quiet man with a dry sense of humour that often has one laughing about the most 
ridiculous little things in life ... and, an amazing ~~contractor". He takes tremendous pride 
in the job at hand and he never cuts corners when quality of workmanship counts; 
consequently, his work is impressive. Glenn, like his father before him, has eamed a 
reputation for being a well known, and highly respected, carpenter and cabinetmaker. 
Glenn goes about everything he does with a laid back and incredibly cool attitude. 
Nothing seems to ruffle him. He always seems to have a sixth sense about exactly what 
we want and how he is going to do it for us. Seems like any suggestion he makes with 
regard to major structural, intricate design or aesthetic change is absolutely perfect. No 
disagreements to be noted here!. There never seems to be anything that is a bother for 
him to do or too difficult. He takes everything in his stride and generally seems to be 
one step ahead of our thinking all the time. His crew seems to respect him 
completely ... you feel it when they talk about him. The neighbours, our new found friends 
on Englebum Avenue, have been impressed with the work ethics of Glenn's crew, the 
professionalism of their work and the state in which they have kept the job site. The very 
life of Riverwood has been brought into being by Glenn Bolton ... it has his personal 
stamp on it! 

Darlene (Duck to those who know her), Glenn's wife and mother to their four energetic 
sons, Connor, Eric, Anson and Norm. She very obviously runs a smooth and happy 
household because any time we met with Glenn in their lovely house on Dunford's Road, 
near Stony Lake, the environment was always sunny and warm in spite of the weather 
outside. The boys were always working on homework, other projects or busy outside 
keeping "Angel" (our one year old American Cocker Spaniel} a happy pup! Darlene's 
ability to keep "the books" for and maintain the compficated accounts in order is no doubt 
a god .. send to Glenn. Especially in the chaos of raising active boys and having a 
husband who is continually working on a major building project at home ... almost 
completes it then runs off and works on a building somewhere elser The patience she 
must have! 

David Bolton, (Glenn's brother and nimble footed lumberjack) Dave is a relatively quiet 
mannered man of few words. An unbelievable human tree monkey who's ability with a 
chain saw is that of a juggler ... amazing acrt>bat and contortionist. His agility, confidence 
and skill with in dense bush is absolutely amazing to watch! Dave is also extremely 
good at the process of sanding, eurathaneing and finishing hardwood floors ... often 
working in the night to complete the work. He is meticulous about it and the floors show 
itf Although Dave is capable in all phases of construction it is very apparent that he is 
happiest outdoors and in the bush and moves with ease over any kind of terrain no 
matter the weather. 



Daryl Drain, Drain Bros (site work and landscaping) His crew, Kevin English being 
one, and his huge, but nimble diggers and earth movers, rearranged mud and rocks to 
make way for foundation walls; then, later when the building was above ground 
magically laid down steps for a rockery that would please a giant. 
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Glen (#2) Mo"ison (framer, overseer, man-on-the-job) Always busy, always smiling, 
always there ... his friends call him "Moose". We're not sure where the name comes from 
but he certainly has a presence on the job site. He is a consistent worker who is a1ways 
friendJy, quiet and thorough. Whether it's framing or laying hardwood floor Glenn is 
extremely exacting and handles each job with a personal pride that shows in the finished 
project. He makes sure 1hings are done properly and methodically and the place looks 
tidy when everyone goes home. He seems to take a certain, quiet pride in making sure 
everything gets done. 

Chris Bolton (framing and millwork) Another good natured member of the crew who's 
really good at measuring stuff with a board! Like all the Botton's, Chris is no 
exception ... talented, friendly and always anxious to accommodate you in any way he 
can with regard to "the build". Cabinetry and millwork are something he is good at and 
one can rest assured that between Glenn and Chris all the kitchen cabinets, or anything 
they put hammer and naif to, will be built to perfection. That's what comes with the 
experience of two men who have worked many years together ... they work in unison. 

Tom Micallef (framer, roofer, trimmer, you-name-it) A big guy with a big grin. Tom is 
able to walk around on an iddy biddy 2x4 28 feet in the air as though it was 2 feet wide 
and on the ground! During the framing and roofing stages of Riverwood Tom was right 
up there! There is no doubt he has a wildness in him but he smiles with the delight of a 
child and obviously takes his work, but not Jife, very seriously and is very good at what 
he does. No body has a smile like him! In February, after the brickwork was an done, 
Tom got "way up there" again and put up the fascia and soffit boards under the eaves 
and installed the siding on both sides of the shed dormer at the back of the house~ An 
amazing feat when you consider it must have been very, very cold up on the highest 
rung of that ladder! 

Glen Bugg (electrician) A very quick worker who makes a point of pleasing you with his 
suggestions and his workmanship. "The Bugg" was also instrumental in assisting with 
brush work that was required when David felled the trees and cleared the property. A 
real jack-of-all-trades who is very good at whatever he put his hand to ... although he did 
admit that he's not the best when it comes to carpentry work and likes to leave it to the 
others who are better at it! He sure knows about wiring ... the maze he creates with them 
is enough to make your head spin! 

Jim Bolton (heating and duct work) Jim and his son Derek, got the duct work, etc. put 
into place during the mild weather at the beginning of January. The plan was to hook-up 
a temporary electric furnace so the basement cement floor could be poured and the 
drywall could be done. However, H didn't happen ... the temperature dropped to -18 
degrees Celsius on some days in late January. Eventually the electric furnace was hung 
on the ceiling beams in the basement and by mld February the building was warm and 
dry and the frost had disappeared from the windows. 
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SECURITY SYSTEM: 

Mark Landon (of Trent Securities; installed the security system- recommended by 
Lucy) Bill Graham was instrumental in drawing up the quote for us. We met Mark in the 
pitch black on a freezing cold night when the New Millennium was only a few days old .. 
David and I had just come from the warmth of the Parkhill Restaurant and were feeling 
quite fine after a lovely dinner and several glasses of wonderful soul warming wine. 
Because there was no hydro in Riverwood we were wondering through it with only the 
light of a small flashlight showing us the way. It seemed an excellent night to visit 
Riverwood as it stood in all its glory in the moonlight! Weird rattling resounded through 
the quiet night as we ourselves lurked in the upstairs gothic style bathroom ... we snuck 
downstairs suspecting to find a vagrant at our door. Ah ha, it was only the security man 
rattling things on the front porch! After introducing ourselves we welcomed him into our 
freezing house! Shortly afterwards his wife, Mary Ellen , joined us and we happily went 
about the business of chatting like new neighbours. They had just recently moved into 
#9 Engleburn Place across the street. Nice to know our house is secure and so is the 
area we live in f 

MASONRY WORK: 

Barry McCiennan (a brick laying mogul and fireplace wizard from the Cavan area) 
Barry and his crew of half a dozen or more energetic human beings spread themselves 
over a meshwork of scaffolding like ants and did a brick laying dance that would have 
put step dancers to shame. Fortunately the weather stayed mild (9 degrees C. one day) 
during early January and they made fine progress with very little snow to speak of and 
nothing more than a light north wind to disturb their progress. There were no 
complaints. However, the last week of January turned cold ... -18 degrees Celsius, with 
the wind chill factor sometimes reaching -35 degrees .... brrrrrH. In spite of the weather 
change all the workers stayed in good spirits and Barry produced his promise of "the 
best brick job in the area". Very impressive! Like Glenn, Barry takes pride in his work 
and with that comes a crew that respects him and workmanship that is flawless. 

OTHERS ABSOLUTELY WORTH MENTIONING: 

Lucy and Adrian Van Den Bosch (neighbours and new friends) Although they have 
been mentioned earlier as the previous owners of the property it is important that they be 
included here as well. During the process of "the build" they were both extremely 
supportive. We could never have anticipated having such great people as neighbours. 
One day while we were raking leaves Lucy came over with a tray fuU of tea and 
homemade goodies for us to enjoy. Adrian is always enthusiastic and interested in the 
work in progress. They both took it upon themselves to "baby-sit~ the property when no 
one was around. Lucy even went so far as to call the young boys who knocked the "Don 
on the Job" over to come back and put it upright again. Adrian made sure there was 
always a barricade across the front of the property so no one coutd trespass. They are 
wonderful, good-hearted, energetic people and we are extremely lucky to have them 
beside us. 

(Note: For 28 years we lived on Jainey Place in Toronto. We had wonderful neighbours 
there ... our anxiety in moving was that we would not find another area like it. Well ... no 
need to be anxious ... our friendship circle has become biggerf) 
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Joe Burke (JBL Engineering) Joe was one of the earliest people involved with the 
dream that has become Riverwood. In October 1998 we corresponded with him by 
phone and mail, then in January, 1999, he drew up a preliminary site plan for us to look 
at. In May we received the final Siting and Grading Plan for the project. This plan was 
the all important document which was sent to the Building Department and the Otonobee 
River Conservation Authority! Joe was very methodical and extremely meticulous about 
every little detail ... to the point that it made us feel quite nervous at times. However, it 
was necessary ... considering the property is odd shaped, quite sloped, has it's north 
boundary on parkland and lies along the Otonobee River. Because of Joe's accuracy 
there was never any room for misunderstanding or misinterpretation of his final plan by 
us or the people who issue building permits!! 

Mike Clubine (Wilmar Windows) We met Mike while we were visiting the Wilmar 
showroom in Toronto. We were already impressed with the quality of Wilmar windows 
over other manufacturers but hadn't made a final decision. The fact that Mike lived in 
Peterborough and just happened to be in the Toronto showroom that day was purely 
coincidental. The !dea of having a "local~ person handling our order ... well, it was just too 
perfect! Although the order itself was not complicated there were a few custom 
items ... and Mike helped us work through it all without a hitch. He was fantastic ... always 
a pleasure to speak to, willing to listen to our design ideas and able to alleviate any 
concerns ... a very nice person to know. On a very rainy morning in August we finalized 
the details and closed the deal over copious amounts of coffee and a yummy breakfast 
of the Coffee Shop in the Sportsman Hotel at Burleigh Falls. The windows (with the 
exception of one, whose whereabouts is still a mystery) arrived in November ... and they 
were beautiful! Another window was ordered from the factory in Winnipeg and arrived in 
February and even though the brickwork was complete it was installed without a glitch. 
The beauty of Riverwood is partly due to the quality of the windows! 

Daryl Mel/moyie {drywaller) We never met Daryl or any of his crew ... they were like 
ghosts! One weekend in February we arrived at Riverwood and there was drywall in 
most of the house. The next weekend we arrived and the drywall installation was almost 
complete. The next weekend the taping had been done; then the following weekend the 
house was fun of fine white dust caused from the sanding. We aU could have become 
ghosts! Who was that guy? 

FROM MARCH TO APRIL 2000: 

The ceramic tile for the front hall, the cork flooring in the kitchen and the vinyl tile for the 
upstairs bathrooms was laid by Kawartha Carpet and Tile. The beautiful Beech 
hardwood floors for the rest of the main floor and second floor was laid. It was 
painstakenly sanded and ureathaned by Dave. 

Glenn #1, with the help of Chris, worked on the cabinetry during the winter months. He 
installed the kitchen in late April ... and all of a sudden the house was no longer just a 
construction site ... it had a heart! 

Glen #2 worked diligently on the roof for the front veranda and with the help of one and 
occasionally two others was able to put the labour intensive beams into place. A work of 
art really! 
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The electrical wiring was completed and the sewer system was installed and 
connected ... although the city took a bit of time to get it done!!! We all celebrated when 
we heard the flush of a toilet!! Bye bye "Don on the Job" ... bet the neighbours were glad 
to see that disappear! 

Once the water was working Angela and David laid a mattress on the Master Bedroom 
floor and the house became a "home". Still a lot of drywall dust around but hey when 
you've come this far who could complain about a little dust! It's better than camping out 
and oh so good to be in a house that Glenn built ... and to wake and see the river out the 
window- what a treat! 

LANDSCAPING MAY 2000: 

After what seemed like the wait of a lifetime Kevin English and his crew finally showed 
up on Wednesday, May 17th to start moving the great piles of earth that had been 
gracing the property through the winter. They were beginning to look worse than the 
Don-on-the-Job. However, in less than an afternoon they were displaced and the 
property around the new house was flattened and the view to the river was once again 
exposed. 

Kevin's crew were absolutely amazing the way they handled the big machines in such a 
tight space. Not a brick was touched or an exterior light fixture dented or broken 
although one had to hold one's breath while watching the big arm of the backhoe swing 
around in such a smafl area! 

Dan was the man who nimbly handled the John Deere Hoe. He certainly was a master 
at his art. Trevor and Ernie, young and energetic, moved earth, sod and rocks 
whenever and wherever Kevin told them to and Jim was the truck guy.who more often 
than not jumped right in there and helped whenever or wherever he could. There was 
also someone who drove and operated the Stone Slinger, and a couple of other truck 
drivers who delivered earth, sod and gravel. A hugejob ... as far as we were concerned 
but possibly small potatoes compared to some work they do. They battled the weather 
too ... between May 17th and May 24th there was everything from dry oppressive heat, to 
muggy overcast days, to torrential rain that threatened to wipe the whole property right 
into the river! Very strange weather indeed; however, it didn't stop the crew ... not for a 
minute once they were on site. Only one day was so bad they were unable to work ... it 
rained for 24 hours non-stop I One unusually hot, sunny day the weather turned on them 
and they ended up soaked to the skin, but they managed to lay the sod and complete 
the project. The rain in a way was a godsend I The sod became lush and green in no 
time, with roots to China! After a full week of extremely strenuous work ... many of the 
large limestone boulders had to be hand placed once the big machine lifted them into 
the vicinity of the retaining walls because space was so tight. .. the landscaping was 
done. 

Then there was a flurry of activity for another three or four days while Angela planted 
every little shrub and perennial she could get her hands onJ A really fun project ... what a 
way to get fit1 

By the end of May the foundation planting was done and Riverwood was looking more 
settled with its new birch tree, small flowering plants, birdbaths and bird feeders all 
round. Spring had finally arrived\ 
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THE MOVE FROM TORONTO: 

On Thursday, May 11th, 2000, during a blistering heat wave, the McCumber's 
officially moved into Rivetwood from Toronto. It took over 15 hours (incl. travel time} 
and two huge trucks to deliver their worldly goods to 267 Engfeburn Avenue. The day 
was one of the hottest for that date in history and the men from Kawartha Moving and 
Storage were super ... they never complained once; nor did they stop until they had 
delivered the last piece of furniture into the house. Nothing wa$ bent, mutilated or 
destroyed. Thank you AI, Ken, Stev' and John ... a most amazing crew indeed. Were 
they hot!!!! 

After the movers left Angela, David and Angel sat on the front veranda of Riverwood and 
breathed a sigh of relief as Port (a grey singing finch) chirped merrily in his cage in the 
kitchen window overlooking the river ... 
HOME AT LAST! 

Over the course of the summer a lot of time was spent at Ti Benooshwin (the cottage at 
Stony Lake); however, Riverwood was not ignored. tn the Fall David spent many hours 
working on the refinishing of the interior or doing the details for the verandah, etc. and 
Angela worked on the garden. On the most part the property was enjoyed rather than 
"worked" on. Leisure time was more important than project timet 

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS AT RIVERWOOD 

On December 25th, 2000, Alex was home from New York. He brought his friend Steve 
Shapiro with him. Julia and her husband Donny, Mike Townsend and his sister Sonny, 
Alex and Steve joined Angela and David for a wonderful Christmas dinner and it was 
indeed a joyous occasion. Riverwood was truly built for a traditional style 
Christmas ... and not only that but we had PILES of lovely white SNOWHH! It was a 
picture perfect hofidayf 

GENERAL NOTES: 

It's been enjoyable writing this time capsule. Possibly a lot of details have been missed. 
Hopefully the essence of fun, joy, spontaneity and love ... combined with the professional 
expertise and hard work of the many able bodied individuals that made thi$ house a 
wonderful place ... has been captured in the writing. 

Over the years RIVERWOOD will be filled with love, laughter and all of the many 
emotions that come from living life to the fullest in a house that has been 
designed with a dream in mind and was built for the pure joy of it! 


